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Abstract ; The southwest karst is the core area of karst, China. Due to the large area of exposed carbonate, al-

titude difference, geomorphology and climate factors, the ecosystems are very fragile. The main problems of

karst ecosystems in southwest China are serious soil erosion, soil degradation, biodiversity degradation and

rocky desertification. In view of the above issues, the conventional measurements such as replanting forest

and grass are difficult to implement. As a pioneer in the desert habitat, biological soil crust has the positive

function of ecological restoration in soil system, hydrology system and biological system. In this paper, the

problem of ecological degradation in Karst area of southwest China and ecological restoration function of bio-

logical soil crust have been reviewed, base on this, we hope these reviews will benefit to stable and sustain-

able development of ecosystem and ecological remediation in the karst area.
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