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Abstract ; Based on the runoff data of 56 years of the source regions of the Yangtze River, we used methods of
moving average, accumulative departure curve and sliding t test,concentration degree (period), wavelet anal-
ysis, combined qualitative and quantitative analysis to summarize the characteristics of the inter-annual and
intra-annual, inter-decadal, mutation, periodic changes. The results showed that: during the period 1961—
2016, runoff in the source area of the Yangtze River generally presented the increasing trend, and the runoff
in the upper reaches of the river was more significant than that in the lower reaches. In the Tuotuohe station,
which is located at the upper reaches, the unevenness, concentration rate, relative variation rate and absolute
ration rate were higher than that those in the Zhimenda station. Annual runoff mutation occurred in 1996 in
Tuotuohe station and in 2004 at Zhimenda station. There are periodic oscillation characteristics of 8~12 years
and 3~4 years at the Tuotuohe station, 6~8 years and 3~4 years at the Zhimenda station.
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