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Abstract;: The spatial distribution of rural settlements has a profound impact on the landscape changes in the
village. We take the Erhai Lake area as the research region, discuss the spatial distribution of rural settle-
ment and its change under the influence of social and economic changes through landscape index analysis, GIS
spatial overlay analysis and buffer analysis based on the remote sensing image data in 2000 and 2012. The
results indicate that in the last twelve years the scale and quantity of rural settlement in the whole region
were obviously higher, the layout is more intensive, the integration effect of settlement is becoming more and
more prominent, the settlement development degree of Haixi is much higher than that of Haidong area, the
region nearby S221 and G214 grew into areas of dense distribution of settlements, the south and northwest
become the main growth areas of the settlement; small settlements with weak development foundation and
scarce population are the main part of rural settlement in this area, the impact of traffic accessibility, central
urban area and urban land use on settlement space layout is closely related to the road layout, contour
features, and the distance between urban and urban areas; with time going on, the trend with which settlements
move to areas with developed economically, sparsely populated and convenient transportation is obviously,
the impact of central urban area and urban land use on settlement layout in Xiaguan main city zone and other
suburban towns will enhance.
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