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Abstract ; This paper reports a field study on characteristics of shrub population niche in the original area of
the Minjiang River to provide a scientific base for vegetation restoration and management. Niche breadths and
overlaps of 30 main shrub populations along gradients of soil moisture, total N, available P, available K, soil
pH, and organic matter were analyzed using Levins and Schoener indices. Cotoneaster acuminatus, Rosa
omeiensis , Spiraea alpina, Potentilla fruticosa, Spiraea rosthornii, Sibiraea angustata , Salix cupularis,
Caragana tangutica have higher niche breadth and adaptability to environment, which become the dominant
species and play a vital role in maintaining the diversity and stability of plant community; niche breadth of
each population in different resource dimension shows that different population has specific ability to use re-
sources, so they have different ecological adaptability. The sum of niche breadth of all populations in differ-
ent resource dimension is as the following order: available K>>available P>>total N>>organic matter > soil
moisture>soil pH. It indicates that the abilities of populations using soil moisture and soil pH were lower
than that of available K and available P; not all species with low niche breadth were not dominant species in
the communities, which depended on the range and evenness of species distribution. Compared with the main
shurb populations of aried valley, the significant difference of using resource ability exited in the main shrub
populations of the original area of the Minjiang River.
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1 Spiraea alpina 0.595 0. 802 0. 550 0. 847 0. 550 0.571 0.653
2 Caragana tibetica 0.524 0.526 0.325 0.591 0. 565 0.418 0.492
3 Sibiraea angustata 0. 582 0. 544 0.519 0. 641 0.424 0. 507 0.536
4 Spiraea schneideriana 0.373 0.459 0.561 0.631 0.423 0. 548 0.499
B Potentilla fruticosa 0.602 0.624 0. 557 0. 744 0.411 0. 543 0. 580
6 Salix cupularis 0. 524 0.632 0. 547 0.590 0. 331 0. 468 0.515
7 Rosa omeiensis 0.758 0.577 0.536 0.941 0. 447 0.679 0.656
8 Salix paraplesia 0. 348 0.372 0.292 0.628 0.324 0. 247 0. 369
9 Rosa xanthina 0.275 0.492 0.594 0.577 0.167 0. 447 0.425
10 Hippophae rhamnoides 0.322 0.167 0. 310 0. 331 0.167 0.167 0. 244
11 Ribes glaciale 0.570 0.394 0.477 0. 600 0.248 0. 444 0. 456
12 Caragana tangutica 0. 445 0.495 0. 554 0. 664 0. 400 0.467 0.504
13 Salix hypoleuca 0. 385 0.557 0.322 0.471 0.236 0.471 0.407
14 Cotoneaster acuminatus 0.637 0.629 0. 84 0. 832 0.506 0. 734 0.696
15 Prunus davidiana 0. 289 0.458 0.556 0.511 0.167 0. 335 0. 386
16 Rhododendron clementinae 0. 464 0.510 0.483 0.484 0. 240 0. 284 0.411
17 Rhododendron fargesii 0.471 0.409 0.329 0.653 0. 254 0. 390 0.418
18 Lonicera rupicola 0. 405 0. 481 0. 540 0. 667 0. 250 0.590 0. 489
19 Caragana sinica 0.167 0.441 0.613 0.408 0.423 0.562 0.436
20 Spiraea salici folia 0. 267 0. 630 0.579 0. 556 0.167 0.538 0. 456
21 Spiraea rosthornii 0.624 0. 508 0.452 0.642 0.638 0. 549 0.569
22 Salix cheilophilla 0.443 0.215 0.420 0.252 0.167 0.403 0.317
23 Lonicera webbiana 0. 386 0.573 0.423 0.461 0. 447 0. 384 0. 446
24 Berberis amurensis 0.167 0.167 0.167 0.167 0.167 0.167 0.167
25 Rubus mesogaeus 0. 310 0. 289 0. 326 0. 388 0. 315 0.268 0.316
26 Ribes acuminatum 0.476 0.224 0.295 0.484 0.332 0.298 0.352
27 Salix cathayana 0.435 0.430 0. 257 0.491 0.167 0.639 0.403
28 Lonicera szechuanica 0. 580 0.589 0.418 0. 543 0.248 0. 381 0. 460
29 Cotoneaster horizontalis 0.167 0.167 0.167 0.167 0.167 0.167 0.167
30 Lonicera caerulea 0.432 0.321 0.425 0.591 0. 315 0.479 0.427
s 0.8 3 s 0.4 26
3 ° K ’ ’ 87 % . pH ’ 0.5



128

19

4, 0.1 0.3 14

K> P> N>
3

>

>

pH.

0~0.1 0.1~0.2 0.2~0

.3

0.3~0.4

0.4~0.5

0.5~0.

6

0.6~0.7 0

.7~0.8

>0.8

0 10 10

0 10 10

0 6.67 10
K 0 6.67 3.33

0

0

pH 26. 67 20

10 13.33

20
10

16. 67
6. 67
16. 67
13.33

26.67
26.67
23.33
20
23.33
26.67

20
26. 67
36. 67
23.33

10
26.67

10

13.33
3.33
26. 67
3.33
6.67

3.33
0
0
3.33

3.33

3.33
3.33
10

3.2

, 0.175,

4

0.031,

P

0. 543

0. 388,

0,

0.167,

0. 855,

2 3 & 5 6 7T & 9 0

11

12

13

14

15

16 17

18

19 2

i

2

2

uon

% M B

%

1 0.566 0.873 0.578 0.810 0.797 0.871 0.494 0.175 0.031
20T 0.600 0.639 0.576 0.586 0.629 0.360 0.247 0.075
3 0.7 0.51 0.670 0,900 0.923 0.813 0.550 0.107 0.000
40,65 0.470 0.825 0.638 0.678 0.568 0.474 0,085 0.000
5 0.821 0.684 0.837 0.785 0.889 0.804 0.650 0,098 0.030
6 0.746 0.506 0.794 0.716 0.822 0.7440.540 0,037 0.000
T 0.607 0.348 0.750 0.754 0.665 0.815 0.498 0.293 0.130
§ 0.4 0.35 0.737 0.773 0.646 0.689 0.732 0,107 0,040
9 0.479 0.659 0.278 0.237 0.440 0.327 0.240 0.250 0. 668
100,046 0.042 0.009 0.000 0,017 0.004 0.007 0.060 0.274

110,443 0.185 0.590 0.715 0.501 0.679 0.836 0.747 0.129 0.000
12 0.636 0.583 0.715 0.623 0.785 0.785 0.636 0.732 0.423 0.069
13 0.748 0.599 0.886 0.756 0.853 0.740 0.651 0,622 0.300 0.000
140,756 0.815 0.558 0.468 0.683 0.628 0.515 0.373 0.531 0.060
15 0,479 0.699 0.278 0.257 0.440 0.327 0.240 0.250 0.917 0.192
16 0.520 0.261 0.521 0.487 0.541 0.622 0.710 0,453 0.261 0.000
170,479 0.444 0,260 0,237 0.349 0.400 0,429 0.189 0.444 0,000
18 0.706 0.678 0.766 0.642 0.840 0.746 0.561 0.603 0.354 0.000
190,526 0.480 0.374 0.351 0.377 0.351 0.38¢ 0.166 0.191 0.043
200 0737 0,836 0.536 0.470 0.68¢ 0.506 0.348 0.373 0.742 0.206
21 0.636 0.378 0.783 0.876 0.694 0,821 0.839 0.723 0.151 0.000
22 0.316 0,130 0.473 0.648 0.433 0.418 0.526 0.627 0.130 0.000
25 0.786 0715 0.793 0.731 0.929 0.786 0.626 0.597 0.448 0.000
240,262 0,299 0.316 0.232 0.243 0.178 0.109 0.123 0.000 0.000
2 0.250 0,000 0,406 0.530 0.316 0.494 0.652 0.627 0.000 0.000
26 0.337 0,151 0.556 0.649 0.467 0.523 0.606 0.778 0.151 0.000
21 0.611 0,562 0.698 0.624 0.789 0.782 0.608 0.651 0.354 0.000
28 0571 0,312 0.630 0.557 0.629 0.756 0.79 0.579 0.245 0.000
290,046 0,042 0,019 0.000 0,017 0.004 0.007 0,060 0.274 1000
30 0.407 0,148 0.554 0.649 0.464 0.642 0.770 0.775 0.148 0.000

0.825
0. 364
0. 946
0.656
0,954
0.928
0.783
0. 604
0.076
0,000

0.500
0.49
0.352
0.129
0.619
0.339
0.432
0.309
0.185
0.807
0. 649
0.470
0.056
0.815
0.691
0.480
0.717
0.000
0,856

0.375
0.661
0.383
0.362
0.375
0.314
0.493
0.360
0.399
0.227
0.353

0.661
0.582
0.463
0.453
0.231
0.862
0.188
0.559
0. 606
0.359
0.803
0.145
0.359
0.509
0.911
0.587
0.069
0,507

0.375
0.809
0.409
0. 564
0.38
0.39
0,440
0. 360
0.249
0,077
0.373
0.797

0.579
0.300
0.541
0.300
0.779
0. 383
.55
0.688
0.404
0.832
0.39
0.310
0.461
0682
0.622
0.000
0,458

0.534
0.496
0. 466
0. 368
0.458
0.397
0.653
0.298
0,561
0.389
0.436
0.478
0.328

0.553
0.428
0.515
0.656
0. 606
0.780
0.502
0.117
0.715
0.280
0,167
0.151
0.543
0.479
0.060
0.315

0.175
0.217
0,107
0,08
0,099
0.038
0. 204
0.108
0.970
0. 665
0,077
0.429
0.219
0.591

0,000
0,444
0. 394
0.191
0.728
0.151
0.130
0,467
0000
0.000
0.151
0. 394
0.245
0.192
0,148

0.759 0.649
0.445 0.756
0.697 0.658
0.368 0.470
0664 0,620
0.642 0.589
0.670 0.659
0.349 0.320
0.172 0172
0,000 0.000
0.701 0.628
0.255 0.705
0.255 0.700
0.611 0.421
0,000 0,202
0.550
0.720
0.453 0.231
0.547 0.669
0.261 0.423
0.556 0.275
0.368 0.130
0.541 0.326
0,000 0,000
0.58 0.304
0.431 0.151
0.453 0.231
0.866 0.610
0,000 0,000
0.5% 0.315

0.724
0. 694
0.736
0.600
0.700
0.750
0.620
0.35
0.105
0.032
0.712
0.381
0.503
0.274
0.105
0.537
0.624

0.283
0.603
0.619
0.291
0.906
0.283
0.291
0.441
0. 884
0.5%
0,000
0.439

0.021 0.175
0.075 0.248
0,000 0,107
0,000 0.085
0,030 0,098
0,000 0.037
0.130°0.293
0,040 0,107
0.755 0,987
0.59 0.6
0,000 0,076
0.221 0,400
0,077 0250
0.365 0.562
0.729 0.961
0,000 0.173
0,000 0,173
0,032 0.105
0.768
0,449
0.400 0.378
0.130° 0.130
0.342 0.687
0.289 0.258
0,304 0,000
0,000 0.151
0.167 0.511
0.480 0.312
0.043 0206
0.167 0.148

0. 764
0. 624
0.870
0.676
0.941
0.855
0.769
0.671
0.122
0,040
0.913
0.399
0.433
0.482
0.123
0.619
0. 394
0.672
0.040
0.122

0.548
0. 663
0.226
0.622
0600
0607
0. 663
0.000
0.724

0.549
0.514
0.639
0.559
0.656
0.607
0. 554
0.807
0.172
0,000
0.657
0.470
0.514
0. 384
0.194
0.475
0.450
0.392
0,000
0.173
0.704

0.379
0,000
0.69
0.849
0.339
0.370
0,000
0. 685

0. 360
0. 384
0. 336
0.239
0.398
0.288
0465
0,442
0.283
0.111
0. 360
0.607
0.520
0.552
0.313
0.536
0.448
0.105
0,111
0.283
0.433
0.528

0.248
0.28
0.436
0.825
0.597
0,000
0,433

0.021 0.631
0.075 0.553
0,000 0,664
0,000 0,491
0,030 0,602
0.000 0.712
0.130 0.516
0,040 0,252
0.755 0,000
0.596 0.000
0,000 0,640
0.221 0.217
0,077 0,362
0.365 0.169
0.729 0,000
0,000 0,464
0,000 0,552
0.032 0.858
1,000 0,000
0.768 0,000
0,040 0,567
0.000 0.320
0,111 0,000
0000
0,000
0000 0.6%
0.167 0.339
0,067 0,627
0,000 0,000
0.000 0.852

0.658 0.821 0.884
0.616 0.397 0581
0.785 0.7% 0,767
0.7160.489 0.489
0.840 0.804 0.712
0.861 0.810 0.690
0.643 0.707 0.818
0.567 0.490 0. 406
0,000 0,000 0,212
0.000 0,000 0.040
0.833 0.832 0.719
0.277 0.206 0.3%
0.433 0.206 0.3%
0.360 0.360 0.616
0,000 0,000 0,242
0.534 0.745 0.839
0.509 0.501 0,645
0.651 0.702 0.658
0,000 0,000 0.040
0,000 0,000 0,212
0.875 0.746 0.676
0.634 0.4%0 0,493
0.314 0284 0,446
0,000 0,000 0.040
0.614 0.716 0,554
0.742 0.552
0.489 0.731
0.473 0,587
0,000 0,000 0.000
0.833 0.487 0.638

0.021 0.774
0,075 0.671
0,000 0,691
0,000 0,437
0,030 0.607
0,000 0.615
0.130°0.679
0,040 0,291
0.755 0.172
0.59 0.000
0,000 0,643
0.221 0.480
0,077 0.480
0.365 0.421
0.729 0,202
0,000 0,719
0,000 0.776
0,032 0.792
1,000 0,000
0.768 0173
0,040 0,561
0,000 0.417
0,111 0,257
1,000 0,000
0,000 0,743
0,000 0.476
0,000 0,716
0,040 0,783
0.000
0,000

2,

’

P



129

5

N

K

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

1

15

16

17

18

19

0

i

28 0w L ¥ o B B

30

0. 669
0.766
0.74
0.842
0.704
0.840
0.79
0.605
0.305
0.580
0.760
0. 669
0.575
0.518
0.430
0.602
0.722
0.537
0. 567
0.493
0.451
0. 638
0.100
0.430
0.430
0,449
0.558
0.209
0.691

0.717

0,472
0.510
0.560
0.426
0.617
0.690
0.511
0.637
0.678
0.553
0.622
0.628
0.531
0.572
0. 608
0.488
0.363
0.504
0,564
0.408
0.560
0.000
0,572
0.435
0.409
0.717
0.172
0.75

0.711
0.511

0.932
0.891
0.881
0.721
0.708
0.570
0.108
0. 347
0.851
0.538
0. 698
0.496
0. 336
0.375
0.819
0688
0.570
0.379
0,449
0.428
0.245
0. 336
0. 336
0. 306
0.331
0.216
0.474

0. 668
0.3%
0.762

0.870
0.872
0.715
0.679
0.638
0.147
0.335
0,920
0.509
0.716
0,564
0.286
0.363
0.799
0.718
0.638
0. 367
0.432
0.416
0.275
0.286
0.286
0.293
0.318
0.216
0.462

0.739
0.492
0.943
0. 784

0.819
0. 836
0.758
0.573
0.19
0. 444
0.857
0.618
0.761
0.538
0.376
0. 444
0.789
0. 604
0.573
0467
0.48
0.537
0.200
0.376
0.376
0.316
0.439
0.177
0.583

0.693 0.742

0.446
0.871
0.892
0.867

0. 664
0.613
0.565
0.063
0.285
0.802
0.443
0.638
0.452
0.342
0.397
0.833
0.6%
0.561
0.316
0. 346
0. 366
0.247
0.335
0. 344
0.406
0.268
0.310
0.411

.55
0.539
0.486
0.561
0.512

0.675
0.578
0. 286
0.572
0.772
0.59
0. 834
0.608
0.459
0.572
0.735
0.550
0.600
0.614
0.419
0.576
0.182
0.445
0.459
(.39
0.572
0,140
0652

0. 3%
0.279
0.581
0.497
0.615
0.529
0.273

0.458
0.362
0.496
0.715
0.718
0.597
0.358
0.345
0.601
0,531
0.3%
0.367
0.431
0.478
0.715
0.000
0.34
0.345
0.522
0.491
0.170
0.707

0699
0.582
0.452
0.373
0.490
0. 398
0.617
0.417

0.338
0.482
(). 647
0.318
0653
0.815
0.39
0. 394
0.651
0.622
0.906
0.558
0.143
0.328
0.406
0.398
0.39
0.451
0. 460
0.255
0.338

0.079
0.000
0.032
0.069
0.089
0.044
0.232
0.185
0.317

0.506
0.217
0.431
0.35
0.389
0.417
0.454
0.124
0,000
0.332
0,582
0.217
0.647
0.000
0.458
0.263
0.302
0.5%
0,000
0.565

0.747
0. 569
0.481
0.415
0.519
0.441
0.924
0.273
0.617
0.288

0.362
0.473
0.509
0.531
0.818
0.783
0.359
0.188
0.520
(0. 676
0.217
0. 368
0.000
0.675
0.757
(640
0.906
0.188
0.620

0.828
0.624
0.698
0.699
0.679
0.720
0.571
0.337
0.605
0.072
0.576

0.570
0.7%
0.642
0.237
0.362
0.730
0.658
0.627
0.437
0,444
0.486
0.285
0.237
0.237
0.21
0.362
0.145
0.532

0.375
0.132
0.293
0. 464
0,330
0.392
0.501
0.273
0.226
0406
0. 363
0.379

0623
0.379
0.322
0.439
0.413
0.228
0.332
0.497
0.719
0. 643
0.000
0.322
0.322
0.241
0.468
0,000
0.812

0.688
0,526
0.585
0. 536
0.609
0.562
0.762
0.39
0.707
0.284
0. 686
0.681
0.385

0,706
0.370
0.496
0.736
0.578
0. 688
0,642
0.419
0.550
0. 284
0.370
0.370
0.297
0.509
0.087
0.629

0.703
0.621
0.475
0. 39
0.513
0.421
0. 564
0.397
0.915
0.315
0.571
0.621
0.141
0. 649

0,000
0. 464
0.538
0.611
0.891
0.609
0.217
0.250
0. 469
0.408
0.405
0.265
0.531
0,142
0. 389

0.727
0.539
0.474
0.394
0.512
0.420
0.8%2
0.273
0.618
0.339
0.949
0.5%
0.593
0.683
0.000

0.744
0.479
0.215
0.478
0.525
0.217
0,217
0.000
0.850
0. 846
0.583
0.822
0.308
0.469

0.473
0. 444
0.220
0.140
0.258
0.166
0. 654
0.185
0.617
.55
0.725
0.301
0.405
0.500
0.571
0,746

0.472
0.215
.55
0.652
0.198
0.472
0.000
0.631
0,74
0.802
0.730
0.301
0,535

0.676
0.406
0.708
0.928
0.726
0.837
0.4%
0.427
0.381
0. 066
0.424
0.71
0.521
0.565
0.404
0.403
0.149

0.714
0.647
0.391
0. 366
0.413
0.21
0.472
0.487
0. 363
0.342
0.316
0.413

0.521
0. 366
0.507
0.489
0.473
0. 504
0.580
0,088
0.371
0.138
0.509
0.599
0.293
0.610
0.371
0.488
0. 234
0.498

0.632
0.220
0.228
0.228
0.557
0.215
0.215
0.215
0.172
0.215
0.228

0.703
0.591
0.451
0.372
0.489
0.397
0.528
0. 360
0.901
0.369
0.528
0. 604
0.128
0.636
0.933
0.528
0.528
0.380
0.31

0,552
0.217
0.237
0.417
0.478
0.478
0.356
0.503
0.251
0.332

0.770
0.557
0.481
0,535
0.519
0.515
0.873
0,268
0.571
0.181
0.881
0.680
0.574
(). 666
0. 567
0.882
0. 606
0.543
0.527
0.528

0.217
0.472
0.220
0,439
0,460
0.453
0670
0,000
0. 663

0.697 0.770 0.394 0.473 0.375 0.524 0.573 0.000
0.514 0.600 0.677 0.426 0.132 0.359 0.481 0.000
0.911 0.481 0.188 0.219 0.293 0.449 0.365 0.000
0.688 0.536 0.072 0.140 0.388 0.467 0.286 0.000
0.869 0.519 0.169 0.258 0.349 0.430 0.403 0.000
0.796 0.515 0.123 0.166 0.362 0.472 0.311 0.000
0.461 0.828 0.423 0.654 0.501 0.496 0.726 0.000
0.621 0.224 0.000 0.185 0.273 0,088 0.273 0.000
0.424 0.527 0.391 0.617 0.226 0.227 0.576 0.150
0.000 0.136 0.000 0.574 0.639 0,000 0.506 0. 361
0.466 0.848 0.437 0.714 0.563 0.501 0.783 0.000
0.716 0.680 0.301 0.301 0.319 0.605 0.446 0.072
0.276 0.532 0.000 0.405 0.725 0.59 0.551 0.000
0.500 0.622 0.301 0.500 0.385 0.412 0.646 0.084
0.447 0.565 0.430 0.567 0.141 0.227 0.491 0.174
0.445 0797 0.407 0.746 0.592 0.481 0.834 0.000
0.191 0.580 0.444 0.982 0.556 0.227 0.855 0.000
0.633 0.545 0.083 0.149 0.385 0.539 0.294 0.000
0.467 0.527 0.234 0.234 0.293 0.520 0.379 0.137
0.423 0.528 0.400 0.528 0.128 0.227 0.478 0.240
0.467 0,955 0.426 0.606 0.500 0,621 0.675 0,000
0.467 0.191 0.191 0.276 0.467 0.336 0.000
0.402 0.468 0.562 0.455 0.623 0.631 0,000
0,000 0.000 0.426 0,000 0.227 0.350 0.000
0.217 0,217 0.000 0.574 0.227 0.855 0,000
0.217 0.217 0.000 0,696 0.319 0,650 0.000
0.000 0,386 0.000 0.433 0.698 0.372 0,000
0.217 0,362 0.000 0.752 0.668 0,551 0.000
0,000 0,000 0.000 0301 0.408 0.397 0.172
0.532 0.702 0.000 0.469 0.383 0.336 0.614 0.000

0.551
0.331
0.481
0.414
0.519
0.439
0.700
0.273
0.426
0.528
0.761
0.473
0.679
0. 584
0.340
0.792
0.726
0.423
0.473
0.327
0.653
0.465
0. 608
0.199
0.726
0.801
0.473
0,850
0,000
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