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Soil B oson o Cutivated Land in Mountainous Areas at China’ s Southwes Bor der
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Abgtract : Soil eroson has been a main obstacle and influencing factor of sustainable use of farmland
(especially dope cultivated land) in mountainous province. In the paper, the amount of soil loss under
different dopes and cultivation methodsin the whole province in 1996 - 2006 and the total amount of soil
loss and soil eroson modulus of cultivated land at county level in Yunnan Province in 1996 and 2006 had
been synthetically measured and calculated based on experiments of soil erosonin the past and the detailed
investigation of land use andits change survey in 1996 - 2006 in Yunnan Province, combining Standardsfor
Clasdfication and Gradation of Soil Eroson formulated by the Ministry of Water Recourses of PRC in
1997. In addition, the authors had approached the basic characteristics of soil eroson on cultivated land ,
analyzed its harms to the sustainability of cultivated land use, and put forward the countermeasures of
controlling soil erosonon cultivated land in Yunnan Province. This study has provided a bas sfor working
out the future il and water conservation planning and farmland protection planning as well as making
rational policies of sustainable use for cultivated land in this province.
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