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Appraise Sope Length Factors in Soil Erosion Study

KON G Yaping' ,ZHAN G Keli* ,CAO Long-xi’
(1. China Academy of Transportation Science, MOC, Beijing 100029, China; 2. School of Geography and
Remote Sensing Science, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abgtract :Sope length isone of theimportant topographical factors that can determine the energy change along a dope and af ect
the overland runoff and sediment process. We must appraise the dope length factor in order to establish il eroson equation
and to predict il eroson. Sope length factor has been deeply studied both in the way of describing its character and treating it
as afactor in amodel. But these studies are mostly empirical. Studieson the physical meaning of dope length are still primary.
Especialy in our country , few works can be seenin thisfield. Based on studies both insde and outsde our country , this paper
has put forward some questions about dope length factor in s0il erosion study and makes some expectation. It pointed out that
study on erosion process should be strengthened when we appraise dope length factor.
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