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Abstract: Due to the inland cimate, which is featured with less rainfall and strong evaporation, it becomes critical how to ra-

tionally allocate the scarce water resources bet ween the ecological environment maintenance and economic expansion in Gansu

Province. However, as an inevitable trend, the balance of water resources allocation has to find the way by reducing irrigation

utilization of water without harming sustamability of agricultural development. Separately speaking, for outward rivers in Gan-
su (either to the Yellow River or to the Yangtze River), the allocable w ater resources are mainly the river runoff and groundw-
ater, the priority sequence of water resources allocation would be: the water use for maintenance of local plantation including

the environmentoriented and irrigated ones, water use for social and economic activities, and the runoff to lower reaches. As

for inward rivers areas ( mainly limited in Hexi Corridor), studies and experience suggest that the extreme utilization rate of

river w ater should not higher than 70% and the ecological environment oriented w ater use should not less than 50% of the total

water resources.
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