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Research on Social Evaluation of Turming the Cultivated

Land into Forests or Grasslands Project in Heihe River Basin
—Take Zhangye Prefecture in Gansu Province as an Example

PENG Hao
(State Key Laboratory of Frozen Soil Engineering, CAREERI, CAS, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: The action of turning the cultivated land into forests or grasslands project to improve the ecological and environmental
conditions has been recgnized and emphasized in the western development campaign ( WDC) by the Chinese Central Govern-
ment. Based on the empirical analysis of the random samples in Zhangye Prefecture of Gansu Province, a questionnaire survey
was carried out on the farmers’ attitude on the turning the cultivated land into forests or grasslands project, the impacts on
farmers of the project and the advice of farmers on the project. The results show that the implementation of the project can in—
crease the farmers income, decrease the quantity of laboring and make some work on improving the social class of local women,
so the farmers approve the policy. But, some defects in the policy of turning the cultivated land into forests or grasslands and
the operation of the policy. M eanw hile, some recommendations are put forward in order to improve the turning the cultivated
land into forests or grasslands project.
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