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The Satusand Digribution of Desertification in Maowusu Sandy Land
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Abstract : Supported by GIS softwares, such as Arcview , Arc/info etc. ,the status of desertification in Maowusu sandy land
was monitored by use of TM imagesin 2000, and 8. 137 x 10* km? of land was covered. In 2000, desertification includes sandy
desertification , water erosion and salinization in Maowusu sandy land and there is totally 6. 311 x 10* km? of desertified land,
acocounting for 77.56 % of the total area. Areaof sandy desertified land, water eroded land and salinized land is 5. 081 x 104

km? , 1.190 x 10* km? and 0. 404 x 10* km? respectively , occupying 80.51 %, 18.85 % and 0. 64 % of total desertified land and
62.44 %, 14.62 % and 0.5 % of the total area separately.
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