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Advances in Agro-pastoral Zone of Northern China: an Overview

WANG Shi-ying, CAI Qiang—guo, WU Shu-an
(Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Resources Researches, Beijjing 100101, China)

Abstract: The disaster of dust storm in Beijing region and northern China has a wide social influence in recent years. The agro—
pastoral transitional zone in the windw ard regions of these regions is the pivotal belt to prevent the natural disaster meanwhile
it is one of the sand sources of the dust storm. The location, borderline development processing and management methods of
agro—pastoral zone are necessary to the study for alleviating the ecological pressure and environment deterioration. ltreviews
advances in the mentioned fields and presents an overview of the fragile areas need to be managed urgently and some direct ions
which absorb the concentration of the study. Among these the study of desertification mechanism and the processing of mass
movement are the basic for sustained study, it is necessary to rehabilitate and recover ecologically such degraded areas in the
field of landscape (and or land use) changes and sim ulates, soil and water conservation. Some regions should be managed as
soon as possible in the agro—pastoral zone, such as Bashang Highland in Heibei Province and Houshan of Wulanchabu League
in Inner M ongolia, the areas alone the Great Wall, M aowusu sandy land and Kerqin sandy land.
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