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Discussion on Soil and Water Conservation and Sustainable
Development in the Yangtze River Basin

WANG Mingna', WANG Da’
(1 The Research I nstitute of Yangtze River, Yangtze Water Conservancy Commission, Ministry of Water
Resources, Wuhan 430010, H ubei Province, China;2 Water Resources Protection Bureau of Yangtze River. Ministry of
Water Resources and State Environmental Protection Bureau, Wuhan 430051, H ubei Province, China)

Abstract: The Yangtze River is a worldfamous “golden channel” and has an important position in economy- It is also impor—
tant in people” living and development of western China as well. In the Yangtze River basin, the problem that mostly affects
ecological environment is soil and water loss. By analyzing its historical evolution, status, characteristics and form ative caus—
es, some countermeasures and principle about soil and water conservation and sustainable development are advanced.
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1
1957 1985 1986 1999
/km?2
/km?2 ! % ! % /km? ! % / km?2 ! % ! % /km? ! %
1753500 363800 22. 4 22 562000 32.1 739400 41.5 10 603100 34.4
158500 32200 20.3 19000 120
109100 43200 39.6 48 21500 19.7 45700 41.9 24 45900 42.1
115700 12800 11.1 24 23600 20. 4 58200 50.3 12 58000 50.1
72800 36000 49.5 35600 48.9 43600 60. 2 36100 49. 6
550600 94400 17.1 20 247000 44.9 180600 32.8 12 248800* 45.2
206700 55900 27.0 24 42900 20. 8 45400 22.0 16 44100 21.3
186700 50100 26. 8 24 61300 33.4 67300 36.5 18 78600 42.1
163300 11000 6.7 20 34200 20.9 45400 27.8 10 41000 25.1
95600 13700 14. 3 28 25000 38.1 19300 28.9 13 15500 16.2
40200 1900 4.6 16 5900 14. 8 4400 1.3 7 34003 8.5
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