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The Adaptability of Vetiver in Taiwan
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( Dep artment of A gronomy , Taiw an University, T aiw an, China)

Abstract: Vetiver ( Vetiveriz zizanioides) is a newly introduced giant grass for erosion control. T he introduction of germplasm

and study of vetiver were initiated since 1997. There are 15 wild seedy vetiver germplasm and 22 cultivated vetiver clones been

introduced into Taiwan up to year 2001. The field study showed that the seedy vetiver can grow and produce seed without

limitation in Taiwan, the amount of the seed is enormous and in good quality- Thus, the application of seedy vetiver must be

prohibited in the perspective of its weedy potential. According the field study throughout the island, the cultivated vetiver can

adapt well under the altitude of 1000 m, while over 2000 m the vetiver will grow well only with the good sunlight and proper

planting date- T he region betw een 1000 and 2000 m can grow vetiver well unless the severely shaded condition is encountered

then the growth might be retarded. In the coastal area where the winter erosion prevalent, vetiver can adapt and show good

growth. In the mudstone area, where post the greatest challenge to plant, vetiver can thrive as well.
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