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To Prevent and Harness Soil and Water Loss Using the
Self-recovering Capability of Ecosystem

LIU Zhen
(Department of Soil and W ater Conservation, Ministry of Water Resources, Beijing 100053, China)

Abstract: New requirements have been raised to the ecological construction in soil and water conservation
during the new epoch, new measures should be taken, relying on the natural force to bring the self+recov—
ering capability of the ecology into full play, to speed up the resuming of vegetative coverage, reestablish
the harmonic relationship between human being and nature. To bring the ecological self—ecovering capa—
bility is one of the effective approaches to rapid implementation of soil and water conservation with least
expenses and great benefits. The different measures should be taken based on local conditions ,including
simultaneously “reform promoting closing off hillslope”“construction promoting closing off hillslope”“reg—
ulation promoting closing off hillslope” “resettlement promoting closing off hillslope’, to create favourable
conditions of ecological selfrecovering capability. At the same time one has to deal with the relationship
between reliance on natural force and reliance on artificial harnessing soil-erosion, relationship between the
comprehensive small watershed management and protection and closing off hillslope in large scale, rela—
tionship between closing off hillslope and plantation, relationship between closing off hillslope and rational
cutting timbers for use.
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