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Abstract: The organic combination of the two national strategies of new urbanization and rural revitalization is
an important prerequisite for addressing the major contradiction in unbalanced and inadequate development in
China. Studying the degree of coupling and coordination between the level of rural development and the level
of urbanization can provide a scientific decision-making basis for urban-rural co-governance. The theoretical
framework for the coupling development of rural development and urbanization was constructed. Taking Jian-

gsu Province as the research object, we analyzed the spatial differentiation characteristics of the coupling and
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coordination between rural development and urbanization at the county level by means of a coupling model of
coordination, and put forward corresponding control strategies for the coupling and coordination degree
between rural development and urbanization. The results show that: (1) the overall level of rural develop-
ment in Jiangsu Province is relatively high, and the spatial pattern is generally shows a trend of gradually
decreasing from south to north; (2) there is a large gap in the level of urbanization between counties, and the
imbalance is obvious; (3) except for Fengxian County and Suining County, which are slightly out of balance,
rural development and urbanization in most districts and counties are in a state of coordination; (4) the
degree of coupling between rural development and urbanization can be divided into four types including doub-
le-lag type (namely lagging both in rural development and urbanization), lagging in rural development,
lagging in urbanization, and coordination type; in the new era, adjustment strategies should be adopted
according to local conditions to achieve coordinated urban-rural co-governance. The level of coupling coordi-
nation between rural development and urbanization in Jiangsu Province is generally good, but it is necessary
to continue to strengthen the promotion mechanism of rural development to urbanization and the pulling mechanism
of urbanization to rural development, forming a virtuous cycle system that promotes and complements each other.

Keywords: spatial pattern; regulation mechanism; rural development level; urbanization level; Jiangsu Province
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