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The Study on Vegetable Niche of Natural Grassland of Desertification
Grassland Region in Yanchi County, Ningxia

CHENG Zhong-qiu, ZHANG Kebin, LIU Jian, CHANG Jin, WANG Xiao, WANG L+li, SU Peng-fei
(Beijing Forestry University, Beijing 100083)

Abstract: In order to show growth of plants in natural grassland of desertification grassland region from
niche’ s view, the niche breadth and niche overlapping of plants are measured by means of Levins niche
breadth and Pianka niche overlapping indexes in the grassland of Wuliangdian, Yanchi county, Ningxia. It
shows that Lespedezadavurica (Laxm.)Schindl. , Cynanchum komarovii Al., H eteropapp us altaicus which
have the biggest niche breadth are dominant species in natural grassland in 2008, while in 2009 H eterop ap—
pusaltaicus (Willd. ) Novopokr., Lxeris chinensis var. graminifolia ( Ledeb.) H.C.Fu, Cynanchum komaro-
vii Al., Lespedezadavurica ( Laxm.) Schindl. become the dominant species. Meanwhile, the result of niche
overlapping in 2008 and 2009 showed that the species with big niche breadth did not always have big niche o
verlapping, and the niche breadth and niche overlapping did not have an obvious linear relation. Compared
with 2008, in 2009 the niche breadth and niche overlapping were bigger on the whole, because the amount of
rainfall from June to August are more in 2009, the plants grow well with bigger density and higher use of re-
sources, and interspecific competition of the plants is more fierce. And these indicate that the amount of rain
fall is the primary factor for growth of plants.
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1
2008 2009
1 Lespedez ad av urica( Laxm. ) Schindl. 0.824 0.609
2 Cy nanchum komarovii Al. 0.530 0.619
3 Heteropapp us altaicus (Willd.) Novopokr. 0.508 0.779
4 Polygala tenuif olia Willd. 0.493 0.460
5 Artemisiascop aria 0.483 0.385
6 Sop hora alopecuroides 0.443 0.302
7 Oxytropis aciphylla Ledeb. 0.329 0.427
8 Psammochloa villosa 0.283 0.424
9 Chinensis (Maxim.) Keng 0.229 0.230
10 Olgaea leucop hylla (Turcz. ) Tljin 0.219 0.05
11 Gypsop hilaelegans Bieb 0.216 0.100
12 Lueris chinensis var. g raminif olia( Ledeb. YH . C. Fu 0.181 0.623
13 Leymus secalinus ( Georgi) Tzvel. 0.160 0.347
14 Scorzoneradivaricatal urcz. 0.156 0.195
15 Ptilagrostis p el liotii ( Danguy) Grub. 0.148 -
16 Oxytropis psamocharis 0.139 0.297
17 AstragalusmelilotoidesP all. 0.138 0.060
18 S. pestifer A. Nelson 0.138 0.292
19 Artemisiaor dosicaK rasch. 0.137 0.333
20 Astragalus membranaceus ( Fisch.) 0.136 0.05
21 Euphorbia esula Linn. 0.135 -
2 Thermop sis lanceolata R. Br. 0.096 -
23 A. mongolicum Bgl 0.087 0.071
24 Torularia humilis (C. A. Meyer) O. E. Schulz 0.05 0.123
25 Stip a brevif lora Griseb. - 0.306
26 Gueldenstaedtia stenop hylla Bunge - 0.193
27 Dianthus chinensis - 0.139
28 Echinopsg melinii Turcz. - 0.116
29 Comvolvulus ammannii Desr - 0.05
30 Caragana Korshinskii Kom. - 0.05
31 Artemisia austriaca - 0.05
k) Agrop yroncristatum (Linn.) Gaertn. - 0.05
2008 2009 R 4
2009 29 , 2008 R
5 2008 2009 2009
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2 2008
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 4

1 1.00

2 0.70 1.00

3 0.57 0.38 1.00

4 0.64 0.5 0.55 1.00

5 0.79 0.52 0.41 0.32 1.00

6 0.45 0.51 0.5 0.59 0.33 1.00

7 0.42 0.31 0.28 0.25 0.36 0.33 1.00

8 0.28 0.25 0.53 0.23 0.19 0.36 0.30 1.00

9 0.57 0.20 0.43 0.45 0.32 0.05 0.28 0.27 1.00

10 0.42 0.13 0.50 0.28 0.40 0.48 0.33 0.08 0.12 1.00

11 0.45 0.43 0.12 0.46 0.00 0.31 0.20 0.12 0.19 0.00 1. 00

12 0.47 0.15 0.22 0.35 0.42 0.35 0.04 0.28 0.41 0.43 0.17 1.00

13 0.36 0.16 0.20 0.17 0.34 0.13 0.41 0.0l 0.00 0.34 0.13 0.09 1.00

14 0.24 0.12 0.56 0.11 0.21 0.07 0.05 0.63 0.19 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.26 1.00

15 0.24 0.35 0.27 0.27 0.00 0.10 0.19 0.38 0.03 0.00 0.36 0.00 0.00 0.36 1.00

16 0.37 0.08 0.28 0.08 0.40 0.00 0.67 0.00 0.17 0.31 0.00 0.00 0.75 0.11 0.00 1.00

17 0.38 0.44 0.20 0.29 0.19 0.32 0.00 0.08 0.20 0.00 0.39 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.18 0.00 1.00

18 0.43 0.19 0.26 0.14 0.28 0.29 0.24 0.09 0.17 0.65 0.26 0.45 0.00 0.00 0.07 0.14 0.00 1. 00

19 0.15 0.14 0.10 0.23 0.00 0.44 0.58 0.38 0.10 0.05 0.16 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.27 0.00 0.05 0.00 1.00

20 0.45 0.07 0.23 0.25 0.39 0.25 0.08 0.30 0.45 0.55 0.00 0.84 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.49 0.00 1.00

21 0.38 0.42 0.2 0.37 0.00 0.22 0.08 0.21 0.37 0.00 0.37 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.12 0.00 0.5 0.00 0.24 0.00 1.00

2 0.23 0.12 0.18 0.06 0.34 0.20 0.21 0.09 0.00 0.33 0.00 0.21 0.77 0.18 0.00 0.45 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

23 0.06 0.20 0.54 0.06 0.00 0.14 0.00 0.76 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.76 0.46 0.00 0.20 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.16 0.00 1.00

24 0.14 0.23 0.07 0.12 0.38 0.37 0.00 0.16 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.38 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.54 0.00 1.00
3 2009

3 12 2 1 4 7 8 5 13 19 25 6 16 18 9 14 26 27 24 28 11 23 17 29 10 30 31 20 32

3 1. 00

12 0.59 1.00

2 0.72 0.69 1.00

1 0.68 0.69 0.47 1.00

4 0.62 0.48 0.46 0.38 1.00

7 0.58 0.48 0.39 0.50 0.43 1.00

8 0.55 0.50 0.52 0.69 0.13 0.22 1.00

5 0.54 0.57 0.43 0.66 0.36 0.60 0.49 1.00

13 0.43 0.59 0.55 0.21 0.56 0.40 0.17 0.27 1.00

19 0.53 0.38 0.45 0.22 0.46 0.50 0.22 0.07 0.57 1.00

25 0.46 0.24 0.43 0.49 0.50 0.27 0.24 0.09 0.10 0.33 1.00

6 0.47 0.48 0.24 0.39 0.48 0.37 0.16 0.31 0.53 0.36 0.14 1.00

16 0.43 0.57 0.43 0.52 0.27 0.17 0.69 0.40 0.21 0.17 0.05 0.12 1.00

18 0.45 0.51 0.54 0.36 0.15 0.15 0.51 0.26 0.59 0.23 0.00 0.47 0.20 1.00

9 0.57 0.23 0.43 0.48 0.43 0.25 0.47 0.14 0.05 0.31 0.46 0.08 0.36 0.10 1.00

14 0.39 0.28 0.42 0.14 0.30 0.18 0.24 0.18 0.21 0.34 0.10 0.14 0.31 0.27 0.06 1.00

26 0.39 0.24 0.12 0.61 0.20 0.58 0.32 0.58 0.15 0.05 0.22 0.08 0.36 0.00 0.18 0.13 1.00

27 0.26 0.44 0.28 0.16 0.61 0.43 0.00 0.28 0.41 0.18 0.12 0.03 0.39 0.00 0.18 0.00 0.33 .00

24 0.48 0.06 0.45 0.31 0.11 0.19 0.34 0.07 0.00 0.13 0.28 0.06 0.33 0.12 0.32 0.27 0.37 0.00 1.00

28 0.18 0.41 0.29 0.45 0.00 0.40 0.16 0.33 0.29 0.11 0.26 0.17 0.05 0.25 0.05 0.00 0.40 0.00 0.07 1.00

11 0.17 0.13 0.22 0.21 0.29 0.00 0.13 0.00 0.08 0.13 0.75 0.09 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

23 0.19 0.23 0.37 0.14 0.33 0.19 0.00 0.04 0.02 0.03 0.30 0.08 0.04 0.00 0.43 0.18 0.00 0.39 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

17 0.17 0.03 0.03 0.12 0.00 0.01 0.47 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.13 0.27 0.46 0.00 0.32 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

29 0.33 0.00 0.18 0.21 0.37 0.18 0.18 0.00 0.00 0.14 0.41 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.65 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.30 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

10 0.33 0.00 0.18 0.21 0.37 0.18 0.18 0.00 0.00 0.14 0.41 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.65 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.30 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00 1.00

30 0.16 0.00 0.00 0.10 0.00 0.00 0.43 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.12 0.24 0.47 0.00 0.32 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

31 0.10 0.18 0.11 0.12 0.18 0.00 0.18 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.50 0.13 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.72 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 I1.00

20 0.19 0.20 0.00 0.09 0.00 0.60 0.00 0.00 0.13 0.49 0.00 0.40 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00

32 0.17 0.18 0.32 0.14 0.28 0.17 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.30 0.08 0.00 0.00 0.44 0.00 0.00 0.40 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.98 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1.00
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