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Abstract: Based on Shantou city’s six districts and one county in this paper, the data of land use type were
extracted from the years of 2000 to 2007. At first, land use characteristics and dynamic changes over last 10
years were sudied, the speed, level variations of land use types, the land use change driving force factors
were analyzed. The result showed that farmland, woodland, grassland, unused land in the area had demon-
strated a downward trend, in which the most significant reduction was cultivated land; and then garden, in-
dustrial and residential land use, transportation and water conservancy facilities land area were increasing
year by year, the expansion speed of construction was too fast, especially the residential and industrial areas.
At last, the paper points out that the social economic factors are the main driving factors of land use change,
such as economic development, policy regulation, urbanization and population increase.
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