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Effects of Actualized Ecological De-farming Policy and
Its Influences on Farmers Livelihood in the Loess Plateau
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2. School of Geography and Environment, Jiangxi N ormal University, N anchang 330027, China)

Abstract: Based on having been actualized de farming policy in Loess Plateau since 2000, taking Baota district and Ansai county
as study cases, the effects of actualized de-farming policy and its influences on farmer s livelihood in past four years were ana-
lyzed by using the data from farmer household survey in 2004. The results showed as follows: (1) the de-farming index of 479
investigated farm households is 79.21% with per capita area of de-farming slope farmland of 0.205 hm®, per capita grain yield
loss resulted from de-farming slope farmland of 74 kg and per capita allowance of 171 yuan from the government in 2003; (2)
the de-farming allowance from the government has a bigger influence on a poor household, and if an allow ance from the govern-
ment would be stopped, the re-exploitation of partly de-farmed slope farmland is possible; (3) in 2003, per capita cash income
of 479 investigated farm households is 1 492 yuan, and its sources mainly from floating employment, selling grain and green-
stuff, de-farming allow ance, selling products of domestic livestock and poultry and dealing dicker etc.; (4) in a few coming
years, those employments of stable and higher earning will be firstly selected by farmers, and high expected value agriculture or
rural commerce are going to become the leading livelihood of a good few farmers with some fund or skill.
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