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Abstract : The mechanism of ectomycorrhizae to drought res stance was extensively discussed. Its main mechanisminvolves mor-
phological , physiological , and ecological adaptations, and the enhanced efficiency of the associated enzymes. The authors a o
discussed theintroduction of highly adaptiveforeign ectomycorrhizal fungi , in addition to the establishment of the resource bank
of indigenous ectomycorrhizal strains, as a promising alternative to developing ectomycorrhizal fungi for semi-arid and arid re-

gions. The role of molecular biotechnology such as gene engineering was al s discussed. These discussons may provide a new
concept in applying the technology of ectomycorrhizae in extremely arid regions in western China.
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