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The Relationship of Farmland Development and Soil
Erosion in the Upperreach of Fenhe Reservoir in Historic Period

REN Sh+fang,ZHAO Shu-zhen
(T aiyuan T eacher’ s College, Taiyuan 030012, China)

Abstract: Combined with the investigation materials, the authors studied the population and the farmland increase in the upper
reach of Fenhe reservoir in past 2000 years from the Han Dynasty. Some main results are as follows. ( 1) Bofore AD 1982 the
main factor led to soil erosion of this area was physical erosion. And the reason of more serious soil erosion was not farmland
extension. ( 2) In the whole historic time to now, the gully erosion was dominant. (3) From the end of the 19 th centery, the pop-
ulation of this area increased rapidly, so the steep slope began to be farmed, which led to more serious soil erosion, but for the
whole, most of erosion was physical erosion and the second erosion was because of the slope farming.
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