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The Applicability Analysis of Massive Artificial
Forestation in Lanzhou South-north Hills

WU Qing-ong
(College of Environmental Sciences, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The city of Lanzhou is located in Northwest China, with the average precipitation of 327 mm and the average evapo-
raty of more than 1 000 mm. The Lanzhou Southmorth hills, to the south and to the north of Lanzhou, are typical loess land—
forms, such as loess terrace, loess ridge, and loess hill. The natural zonal vegetation of the south-north hills is desert steppe,
and the zonal soil is sierozem- In the view of ecology, the local climate, natural vegetation and soil have shown clearly that
the hills are not suitable for extensive artificial forestation. It would not only consumes a large quantity of human, financial
and water resources, but also destroys the original steppe ecology. T he massive development of artificial forest, which oc—
curred in Lanzhou South-north hills in recent years, deviates from the general aims of ecwlogical engineering and the principals
of sustainable development, and should be rectified-
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