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Study on the Comparative Ability of Agricultural Sustainable Development
of the Provincial Regions of Shanxi, Shaanxi, Gansu and Ningxia

HOU Lisheng, XU Xue—gong, DU Qiao-ling
(Department of Urban and Environmental Sciences, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The study region is composed of Shanxi, Shaanxi, Gansu Provinces and Ningxia Hui Autonmous Region ( SSGN

Region), which is a zone of aridity and semi-aridity of China with serious soil erosion and frail ecological environment. It is

very important both to study its situation of agricultural development and to realize its ability of sustainable development. On

the basis of comparative superiority theory.a relative assets/debt assessing method is used to gain relative net assets values

( comparative superiority) of the four provincial units. The calculated result shows that the SSGN Region is unsustainable in

agricultural development. Both Shanxi and Shaanxi are at unsustainable level, Gansu and Ningxia are at strong unsustainable

level. Moreover, some primary measures of agricultural development in SSGN Region are put forward.
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