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Preliminary Assessment for the Effects of Coal Mining
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Abstract Shenfu — Dongsheng coal base will be constructed as the extremely’ largest energy
base in China and in the world. Howerer,coal mining on a vast scale causes the exhaustion of
shallow underground water,the falling of underground water level, the increase in th thickness
of the aeration belt,the changes of surface features and the decreases of river flow. According to
recent investigations and analyses in this region,on the average ,the underground water levels

fall about 0.15—0. 40m a year. The average coefficient of river flow was 0. 243 before the coal
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development (1976 —1980) ,whereas it was 0. 146 after the coal developmtnr (1986—1989). Be-
cause the water resources decreased, the shortage of water used by farming and livings has be-
- come a big problem , which should be paid more attention to. Therefore, the wate supply
should be considered as the important part of the comprehensive plan of coal development .
This region lies in-Semi—arid and arid zone . it is next to the Maowusa Desert. The effects of
_water resources on environment are extremely significant. More attention should be paid to
management of coal mining and drainage from mine ,conserving wate and raising wate utitiza-
_tion rate. .
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